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Dinosaur footprints have been found preserved on sandstone blocks discarded from the flooded 
clay pit Pyrits0en, south of Hasle, Bornholm. The sandstone belongs to the Middle Jurassic Baga 
Formation, but the exact horizon is not known. Palynological studies confirm that the sandstone 
blocks originate from the Baga Formation. Two specimens were collected, one showing two foot
prints from a sauropod dinosaur having a foot length of 68 cm, and a small pentadactyl footprint, 
26 cm long, interpreted as deriving from an armoured dinosaur. These are the first dinosaur 
footprints recorded from Denmark. 
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Terrestrial Mesozoic sediments in Denmark are ex
posed along the west and south-west coasts of the 
Baltic island of Bornholm and in small inland quar
ries (Fig. 1). Only few of them are now open as quar
rying has ceased. 

The Lower Cretaceous sediments from the Nyker 
Group at Robbedale have revealed a diverse verte
brate fauna comprising fish, turtles, crocodiles and 
lizards (Bonde 2004), and a multituberculate mam
mal (Lindgren et al. 2004). Remains of marine rep
tiles have been found in the Lower Jurassic Hasle 
Formation (Milan & Bonde 2001). In the year 2000, a 
tooth from a small carnivorous dinosaur, Dromaeo

sauroides bornholmensis, was found in the Lower Cre
taceous Jydegard Formation, at Robbedale (Christian
sen & Bonde 2003), and two years later, a probable 
sauropod tooth was found at the same locality (Bonde 
& Christiansen 2003). 

Over many years, especially in connection with 
the mining of brown coal from the Hoganas Forma
tion, numerous Late Triassic and Early Jurassic di
nosaur footprints and trackways have been found in 
southern Sweden (Bolau 1952; Pleijel 1975; Ahlberg 
& Siveson 1991; Gierlinski & Ahlberg 1994). Foot
prints of dinosaurs are abundant in the Hoganas 
Formation, whereas the record of body fossils is 

scarce and consists of only a series of indeterminate 
dinosaurian vertebrae (Bolau 1954). All dinosaur 
footprints from the Hoganas Formation have been 
described as footprints from theropod dinosaurs, of 
the ichnogenus Grallator, but at least one footprint 
from the formation, (on display at the Geological 
Museum, Copenhagen (MGUH 27219)), represents 
the footprint of an early Ornithischian dinosaur 
(Milan & Gierlinski 2004). 

The first hints that dinosaur footprints might be 
present on Bornholm, came when studying the de
tailed lithological logs by Gravesen et al. (1982) that 
depict horizons showing peculiar steep-walled de
formation structures in the Tornh0j Member of the 
Lower Cretaceous Jydegard Formation, exposed at 
Skr<Edderbakken sand pit at Robbedale. Such steep
walled deformation structures are in many cases 
cross sections through vertebrate footprints (Loope 
1986). Recent attempts by the authors to locate these 
horizons were unsuccessful, as the quarry has been 
filled with water and the walls partly levelled. 

The lithology and depositional environment of the 
Baga Formation were recognized as a highly likely 
setting for the preservation of tetrapod footprints and 
the authors made a search for such trace fossils in 
the summers of 2002 and 2003. Poorly preserved foot-
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