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The formation name Almelund Shale is proposed for a lithostratigraphically defined unit to 

replace the outdated chronostratigraphical designations Upper Didymograptus Shale and 

Dicellograptus Shale in the Middle and lowermost Upper Ordovician succession in Scania. The 
Almelund Shale is a lithologically uniform unit of dark-grey to black shales with rare carbonate 
interbeds between the Komstad Limestone and the Sularp Shale. Apart from a diverse graptolite 
fauna it yields a few shelly fossils (mostly lingulate brachiopods) and biostratigraphically diagnostic 
conodonts and chitinozoans. In the type sections of the Almelund Shale along the Sularp Brook in 
the Fagelsang area, W-central Scania, the top of the unit is taken to be the base of the Fagelsang 
Phosphorite, and its basal contact is at the top of the underlying Komstad Limestone. Its total 
thickness in the Fagelsang drill-core is 28.32 m. The unit is widely distributed in the subsurface in a 
SE-NW belt across Scania. 
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Lund, Sweden. 20 August 2001.The relatively condensed but stratigraphically remark­

ably complete Ordovician succession in Scania (Skane), 
southernmost Sweden (Fig. 1) is in several respects 
unique in Baltoscandia. Lithologically, the 150-200 m 
thick sequence is dominated by deeper-water dark 
shales and mudstones with planktic faunas. There are 
only three thin but significant limestone units, the 
Lower Ordovician Bjerkasholmen Formation and the 
Komstad Limestone, and the Upper Ordovician Skagen 
Limestone (or Skagen Formation). This sequence is 
lithologically strikingly different from those in most 
other outcrop areas in Sweden and the East Baltic 
where the Lower and Middle Ordovician successions 
mainly consist of shallower-water epicontinental car­
bonates with diverse shelly benthic faunas but with 
few graptolites. This difference reflects the fact that 
the Scanian succession was deposited on a marginal 
portion, rather than on the cratonic interior, of the Bal­
tic plate, in an outer shelf-upper slope, or possibly a 

foreland basin, environment. Based on dominating 
lithofacies and supplemented by faunal data, Jaanus­
son (1982, 1995) referred the Ordovician in Scania to 
the Scanian Lithofacies Belt and stressed its differences 
to the Central Baltoscandian Confacies Belt with its 
calcareous sediments. Jaanusson also noted the close 
lithological and faunal relations of the former belt to 
the Oslo Lithofacies Belts, especially in the case of the 
Lower Ordovician. 

The Ordovician succession in Scania is also unique 
in having one of the biostratigraphically most com­
plete graptolite successions in the world, and for more 
than a century, it has served as a reference standard 
for the graptolite zone succession in Baltoscandia. The 
present study is concerned with only a portion of this 
succession, namely the interval between the Lower 
Ordovician Komstad Limestone and the Upper Ordo­
vician Sularp Formation, and its lithostratigraphic clas­
sification. 
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