Panorama of the submarine landscape ‘the bubbling reefs” at 10 to 12 m water depth in the northern part of
Kattegat, Denmark, showing gas seepages from the seabed and the characteristic methane-derived carbonate-
cemented columns and sandstone formations. Artwork: Chr. Wiirgler Hansen.
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Editorial note
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The Second Conference on Gas in Marine Sediments was
held in Denmark at the North Sea Centre, Hirtshals, on
August 25-28, 1992, Meetings on all aspects of shallow
gas were initiated by The Shallow Gas Group formed in
1988 and the first conference was held in Edinburgh,
September 1990. The primary goal of these conferences
is to provide an informal inter-disciplinary forum for
researchers from around the world who have a common
interest in different aspects of shallow gas in the marine
environment.

The present conference held in Hirtshals attracted more
than 50 delegates from 11 countries (Fig. 1) including

specialists in marine biology and microbiology, geology,
geochemistry, geophysics and geotechnical engineering.
A distinctive and positive feature of this conference was
the relatively large number of delegates from eastern
Europe, in particular from Russia, a circumstance which
will hopefully encourage and stimulate future collab-
orations and fruitful discussions with our colleagues in
eastern Europe.

This issue of the Bulletin of the Geological Society of
Denmark comprises a collection of papers arising from
the 2nd Conference on Gas in Marine Sediments. The
eleven articles reflect the varied and wide-ranging tech-

Fig. I. The delegates of the 2nd Conference on Gas in Marine Sediments at the North Sea Centre, Hirtshals.
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