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In recent years, several contributions have led to a better knowledge of the Mid-Cretaceous stages
which type-regions are in France: Aube for the Albian (Rat et al., 1975), Sarthe for the Cenomanian

(Juignet 1980), Saumurois and Touraine for the Turonian (Robaszynski et al. 1982). Some results of
these recent investigations are summarized on three charts, where a synthetic lithological sequence for
each area is related to the vertical distribution of the main ammonites.

The present paper includes data from F. Amédro, P. Juignet and F. Magniez-Jannin.

E Robaszynski, Faculté Polytechnique, 9, rue de Houdain, 7000 Mons, Belgium. April 26th, 1984.

Aptian-Albian boundary

In the Aube area, the base of the “Argiles
tégulines” contains Hypacanthoplites aff. mille-
tianus, which represents the older ammonite-
zone of the Paris Basin but is not the oldest of the
Lower Albian. No ammonites were recorded
from the “sables glauconieux” below the “Argiles
tégulines”. Proleymeriella schrammeni which is
considered to mark the base of the Albian is
absent in the Aube.

Note: If the substage boundaries proposed during
the Copenhagen Symposium were to be accepted
(with first appearance of Lyelliceras lyelli for the
base of Middle Albian and Dipoloceras cristatum
for the base of Upper Albian, cf. fig. 4), then
fig. 1 would have to be modified as follows: the
Middle Albian should be placed at the base of
Hoplites benettianus Zone and the Upper Albian
at the base of Dimorphoplites silenus Zone.

Albian-Cenomanian boundary

In the Sarthe area, it seems that there is a
lithological transition between Upper Albian and
Lower Cenomanian detected in borings. How-
ever, at present there are no exposures available
as reference sections to produce a sequence of
ammonites or planktonic microfossils.

Cenomanian-Turonian boundary

In the Saumurois-Touraine area, the Lower Turo-
nian Watinoceras coloradoense zone has been
found but with no evidence of the Upper
Cenomanian Neocardioceras juddii zone.

Dansk sammendrag

Resultater af nye stratigrafiske undersggelser af de franske
typeomrader for albien, cenomanien og turonien er syntetiseret
i et antal oversigtsfigurer.
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Fig. 1. Lithology and vertical distribution of some ammonites for the type Albian Stage (data from F. Amédro and F. Magniez-
Jannin).
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Fig. 2. Lithology and vertical distribution of some ammonites for the type Cenomanian Stage (data from P. Juignet).
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Fig. 3. Lithology and vertical distribution of some ammonites for the type Turonian Stage (data from F. Robaszynski et al. 1982).
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