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It has been repeatedly stated that the lower Llanvirn Asaphus raniceps described by Dalman in 
1827 and by Angelin in 1854 may represent two different species. This has forced us to live with 
the concepts of both A. raniceps Dalman and A. 'raniceps' sensu Angelin, and with a zone of A. 

'raniceps' where A. raniceps is supposedly not present. However, new considerations based on 
large old and new collections have led to the firm conclusion that Angelin was correct in his 
identification of Dalman' s species. What has been regarded recently as the true Asaphus raniceps, 
at least by Tjernvik & Johansson in 1980 and by Nielsen in 1995, is instead identical with another 
generally misidentified species, Asaphus fallax Angelin 1854. 
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The story began in 1826, when Jons Jacob Berzelius, 
the famous chemist and secretary general of the Royal 
Swedish Academy of Sciences, and Johan Wilhelm 
Dalman, professor of zoology at the same academy, 
collected Ordovician fossils at Husbyfjol while a Mr. 
Olivecrona did the same at Skarpasen, in the prov­
ince of Ostergotland (Fig. 1). Dalman (1827) subse­
quently described Asaphus raniceps (as Asaphus expan­
sus var.� raniceps) from the material collected. In ad­
dition to A. expansus (Wahlenberg, 1818), there were 
at that time two Ostergotland species described of the 
currently recognised subgenus Asaphus (Asaphus) 
Brongniart, 1822 (notJaanusson 1953, as cited by Niel­
sen 1995). 

In his comprehensive treatise on the trilobites of 
Sweden, Nils Petter Angelin (1854, p. 53, pl. 28, figs 
le and 3-3c) added Asaphus fallax to the list, noting 
that all three species occur at the locality of Husbyfjol. 
This name has such an unfortunate connotation (- it 
means 'the king's estate toilet' -) that it has subse­
quently been changed to Vastana (pronounced 
roughly 've'stana'w'). Later, in 1905 Lamansky in-

Fig. 1. Localities and areas mentioned in the text. 
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